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[bookmark: _GoBack]Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Cask of Amontillado”
A man's greatest sin is pride; in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve fell because of pride. Montresor and Fortunato sinned; in the book published in 1846 by Edgar Allan Poe, "The Cask of Amontillado," Fortunato insulted Montressor, making him hunt for revenge. Montressor cunningly played with Fortunato's pride, leading to his death after a promise to taste an imaginary Cask of Amontillado. Montressor, the main character, had too much pride such that he took an act of revenge on his friend Fortunato for insulting him. Poe communicates his theme of pride and how it contributes to one's downfall through the characters and their actions.
Montressor's character clearly illustrates the power of pride. He comes from a family where pride runs deep such that "when Fortunato ventured upon insult, Montressor vowed revenge." He then decides to plan revenge cautiously so that he cannot look as weak and inferior. According to Womack (2009), the desire to revenge on Fortunato is driven by a family motto that states, attacking them in the family with impunity cannot be tolerated. Their family kin was believed to be above reproach; hence anyone attacking should be dealt with a greater force since it is their pride.  Montressor feels that any 'serpent' that comes near should be crushed and not turning the other cheek.  Such belief contributed to his downfall morally when he strategized and executed the killing of Fortunato.
Fortunato's pride led him to a set up by Montressor that he tactfully laid for him. Montressor is aware of Fortunato's weak points as Montresso views his pride as a strength; Fortunato's pride is a weakness. He uses Fortunato's weakness to his advantage by creating an imaginary cask of amontillado where he is sure that Fortunato will make every effort to taste it. To confront him further, he mocks Fortunato's pride and tells him he plans for Luchesi to taste the wine (Womack, 2009). He is too proud of himself, such that he cannot recognize the impact of insults against Montressor; he feels he can speak and act he wishes because of his superior skills. Fortunato's pride could not allow Luchesi to taste before tasting it when the Cask of Amontillado was before them. He believes that he does it best and that Luchesi cannot differentiate between amontillado and sherry. The pride in Fortunato outshined the excellent judgment in him such that he asked for more alcohol and insisted that he was doing fine. He never recognized that his pride led him to Montressor's trap.
Montressor proceeds to carefully play with Fortunato's mind and pride as he prepares him for murder.  On several occasions, Montressor decided to return Fortunato because of his cough, but Fortunato said they could continue. From Womack (2009), Fortunato was pushed by the urge to taste Amontillado and forgetting his physical weaknesses. Montressor knew that Fortunato's pride could not allow him to turn back; he then led him to a place where he had plans of burying him alive by stating that they should proceed with their amontillado. Both men landed a terrible moment because of their pride.  Pride led Monteressor to commit murder, thus forgetting immorality, while Fortunato's pride made him insult more without the intention of the murderer.
Literary techniques such as foreshadowing are used to bring out pride as a theme. Through Fortunato's words that cough cannot cause him death, Montressor was aware of the consequences despite accepting that it is true he will not die. Montressor was on a revenge mission; he knew that too much alcohol would cause dehydration and starvation; therefore, his plan of murder would succeed. Fortunato's pride could not allow him to think that cold could lead to death. He feels that his death could result from a courageous act and that he will only die a noble death. Montressor could only laugh at him since he knew that he would not die a noble death but through his pride and insults. 
Poe's story is full of irony, and the way revenge has executed an irony. Montressor achieves his revenge by fooling Fortunato by laying him a trap leading to his death. Fortunato focused on the cask to show his superiority skills, forgetting he was digging his own grave. Montressor even asked him if he would turn back, but Fortunato said that they should proceed. He refused to leave the catacomb until he proved that he was the best connoisseur of wine and was the best compared to Luchresi (Womack, 2009).
  . The pride in him could not make him see if he could get pneumonia or get sicker. The cleverness in Montressor made his death ironic through a surprise. Montressor conversation with Fortunato shows irony, and he says to his friend that they should return since health is more precious. He intended revenge; hence, the statement was not valid.
Symbolism and foreshadowing are used in Poe’s story, and the cask of wine has illustrated. Montressor approached Fortunato and said that he had come up with something that could be used to taste Amontillado. He then said to Fortunato that he could prefer Luchresi to taste it since he was not there. Since Fortunato did not want to look inferior, he said that Luchresi could not differentiate between sherry and Amontillado. Fortunato was very eager to taste it to ascertain if it was the real Amontillado. Fortunato's pride in his tasting capabilities made him go into Montressors catacombs (Womack, 2009). The cask of wine warns any reader to avoid gifts from people you have offended carefully. The more it looks unbelievable, runs away from it, doesn't believe it. During carnival season, it was hard to find amontillado hence a sense of danger.
Montressor, who is the narrator in this story, can be perceived as an unreliable narrator.  When retelling his story, revenge to him was so necessary and more worth than Italian wine.   He narrates how the activities unfolded the day he revenged on Fortunato, who was his friend.  Generally, in literature, a narrator should not be biased and aware of the truth, but in Poe's story, he illustrates the narrator differently. It is difficult for a reader to know if the story is accurate and unbiased exactly. The narrator's unreliability is because of a lack of essential details and convincing language, inhuman memory, and unreasonable emotions. The narrator is much focused on revenge and overwhelmed with pride, forgetting why he took revenge against his friend.
In conclusion, through the actions of Montressor and Fortunato, there is a clear indication that pride can lead to a downfall. Both men had intense pride that later destroyed them. After 50 years, Montresser could still celebrate his crime because of pride. He is blinded by it such that he cannot recognize the immoral act. Montressor and Fortunato's actions are an indication by Poe that pride can ruin both the spiritual and physical life of an individual. People should not go to the extent of killing to achieve revenge and should not make us too blind not to realize people around us. Poe reminds readers that pride should not make do the unthinkable. Generally, one of the weaknesses a man can be contented with is pride; therefore, we should be keen not to destroy ourselves.
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